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RESUMO

As colbnias de insetos sociais sdo caracterizadas por uma densa
agregacdo de individuos que sado, geralmente, muito aparentados, além de
existir uma grande interacdo entre eles. Essas caracteristicas facilitam a
transmissdo de doencas e fazem, dessas colonias, alvo particularmente
vulneravel aos parasitas. Consequentemente, esses insetos tém evoluido
varios mecanismos para defender suas coldnias. A protecdo contra patégenos
pode-se dar através de estratégias comportamentais, producéo de antibioticos,
além de defesas imunoldgicas que sdo comuns a outros insetos também.
Nesse trabalho, sdo descritos os diversos tipos de defesa apresentados pelos

insetos sociais contra patdégenos.
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ABSTRACT



The colonies of social insects are characterized by a dense aggregation
of individuals that are usually highly related, besides a great interaction to exist
among them. Those characteristics facilitate the transmission of diseases
becoming those colonies, particularly vulnerable to the parasites. Consequently,
those insects developed several mechanisms to defend their colonies. The
protection against pathogens can feel through behavioral strategies, production
of antibiotics, besides immunological defenses that are common to other insects
also. In this study, the several defense types are described presented by the

social insects against pathogens.
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